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News Letter
Christmas Edition

Board Members and the evenings they
play. If you have any questions, queries or problems during
your evenings, a list of MBF Board Members and the evenings
that they play is listed on page 4 so please refer and make a
note for future reference.
We have had some changes to the Board of Directors. Cheryl
Stillwell unfortunately will not be joining us but we welcome
Heron Torres and Heather Jackson as of May 1st.
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Rule of the Month
May
New feature. This month
we are covering Rule XVI. It
has many sections and they
are covered on pages
17/18.

Ray Martelacci
It was with sadness that I
learned of the passing of
Ray on April 25th just as we
were ready to start our
Wednesday evening bocce
games. Ray was well known
and his many achievements
can be seen in his obituary
on page 3. He was our first
Commissioner, way back in
1973.
Sadly missed Teammate.

FIRST TO 12
There are still some teams
who are not aware of the
“First to 12” rule this
season. See page 15 and
please check the rules.

Don’t forget to get your roster up to date. That third week is upon us.
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Martinez Bocce Federation Calendar & Events

If you are interested in using the Club’s facilities in 2018, please email the MBF for available
bookings. From time to time we will list tournaments and events outside of the MBF.
All events held at our club will be highlighted.

May 12th
May 19th
May 26th
June 2nd

Smylie Memorial Tournament

Pittsburg Bocce Federation

Martinez Rotary
Tournament Bocce for the “Heart & Soul” of bocce

Buccellato Brothers Tournament

June 30th

Colombo Club

July 4th

Jerry Telles
Antioch

Shell Alumni

June 23rd

Ginny Nelson

Martha Crosley
Vic Remorini

Pittsburg

Ginny Nelson
Dave Nardi

MBF Traditional “Independence Day” Tournament

.

July 7th

Concord Moose Lodge

July 21st

Shell Refinery

Sandy Blanquette

Aug 25th

Colombo Club

Dave Nardi

Sep 15th
Sep 22nd

Knights Of Columbus

Steve Conger

Don Brocca

Loaves & Fishes

Don’t forget to get your roster up to date. That third week is upon us.

.
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Raymond Larry Martelacci April 23, 1936 – April 25, 2018

Don’t forget to get your roster up to date. That third week is upon us.
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MBF BOARD MEMBERS AND THE
EVENINGS THEY PLAY
Monday.
Bob Faraone, Keith Machado
Tuesday.
Billy Kintana, John Rocky Delchini, Heron Torres
Wednesday.
Laurie Leibert, Keith Machado, Vic Delpine
Thursday.
Al Surges, Bob Faraone, Mike Anselmo, Heather Jackson
Friday.
Greg Travers, Doreen Bagno, Scott Bland, Kelli Coffman
Sunday,
Bob Pentacoff
Thursday SENIORS
Al Surges, Tony Fiorica, Bob Faraone, Bob Pentacoff, Vic
Delpine
Don’t forget to get your roster up to date. That third week is upon us.
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*** IMPORTANT DATES FOR RAINOUT
MAKEUP GAMES ***
SUNDAY 4/15….. MAKEUP GAMES WILL BE PLAYED AS A
DOUBLE-HEADER ON SUNDAY AUGUST 12th AT 2:30.
USE AUGUST 12TH COURT ASIGNMENTS.

MONDAY 4/16….. MAKEUP GAMES WILL BE PLAYED ON
SATURDAY JUNE 9th AT 9:30AM.

TUESDAY 4/17….. MAKEUP GAMES WILL BE PLAYED ON
SATURDAY JUNE 9th AT 1:30PM.

WEDNESDAY 4/18….. MAKEUP GAMES WILL BE PLAYED ON
SATURDAY JUNE 9th AT 5:30PM.

THURSDAY 4/19….. SENIORS MAKEUP GAMES WILL BE PLAYED
ON MONDAY JUNE 11th AT 9:30 AM.
Don’t forget to get your roster up to date. That third week is upon us.
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3rd Annual Gene Rittburg
Tournament

The 3rd Annual Gene Rittburg Tournament is now in the history books
and another very successful tournament it was. With 20 teams
entering, players came from all of the “Five Families” of Antioch,
Pittsburg, Concord, Crockett and
the home town of Martinez.
Grouped into 5 divisions of 4 teams
each, they had a round robin
section to get through and the top 2 teams in each group
moved on to the single elimination round. Six of the final ten
teams had a first round bye in this phase and this left us with
the quarter finals, semis
and finals.
The weather was
overcast for most of the day but conditions were just right
for tournament bocce and with good competition a great
day was had by all.
Jeremy Calhoon has written his memories of the day below
and I would like to join with him, on behalf of the Martinez
Bocce Federation, in thanking all who made the event so
pleasurable............. volunteers, donors and participants.
Vic Delpine.

The Rittburg, Baldocchi and Calhoon family would like to
thank all of the players, volunteers and donors who
participated in yesterday’s 3rd Annual Gene Rittburg
Memorial Bocce Tournament.
Due to your generosity, we’ve been able to donate over
two thousand dollars to Where Angels Play (a firefighterfounded charity that builds playgrounds in honor of
children lost to violence) from each of the past two
tournaments. We’re still crunching the numbers from

Don’t forget to get your roster up to date. That third week is upon us.
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yesterday, and are excited to find out
how much we raised this year.
Angels has built forty nine
playgrounds so far, and this money
will help them build their fiftieth.
Tortilleria El Molino blessed
our taste buds with trays of chicken tacos, chicken and
cheese enchiladas, rice and beans. One of the trays of beans
met an untimely end when it splattered on the ground, but
I’m sure nobody noticed that
(#momhasbutterfingers).
There was also a side table
full of all the fixings (onions,
cilantro, cheese, crema, etc.),
and Maria Hasse brought a
delicious homemade dressing
for the salad.
This year’s raffle prizes were
outstanding. After purchasing
their raffle tickets, people could
select which prize they wanted to
win by placing their tickets in the
corresponding box in front of
each item. Some spread their
tickets across multiple items,
some went all in on a specific
item. Al Surges’s strategy, while
unorthodox, worked like a charm.
1) Buy tickets 2) Forget to put
tickets in the tubs 3) Wait until
raffle starts 4) Ask Jeremy to put
them in the tubs for you (“Al,
what tubs do you want me to put
them in?” “You pick Jeremy”) 4)
Being unaware of what items he
had action on, Al then wins the
12-year aged Glenfidditch
scotch/highball glass gift basket. Other marquee items in the raffle were a 50-inch flat-screen
TV, a 36-inch flat-screen TV, a notebook computer, a gas grill, and an assortment of other prizes.
Faster than a speeding bullet, more powerful than a locomotive, able to leap tall buildings
in a single bound. It’s not Superman, it’s the Pittsburg Pirates, who have now won all three
Rittburg tournaments. Congratulations on the 3-Peat, as it’s a truly impressive achievement.

Don’t forget to get your roster up to date. That third week is upon us.
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My favorite moment of the
day, and one that I’ll truly
cherish, was regarding the
championship awards. One
of the awards the top four
teams have received each
year has been a framed
drawing of a firefighter
drawn by a local elementary
school student. Jess
Quesada came to the scorer’s table early in the day and said “I
raise fancy pigeons competitively and am a champion powerlifter,
and you know what my wife does with all the awards I win?
Straight to garage.” Pointing to the child’s drawing and smiling,
he said tenderly while raising his hands forward to use his hands as a level, “You know what she
did with the two drawings
I’ve won? She cleared an
entire wall in the house and
displayed them prominently
for everyone to see. We sure
did love Gene.” I’m not
ashamed to admit I had to
choke back the tears, and the
moment perfectly embodied
our three goals of the day –
honoring a great man,
raising money for a great
cause, and having a great
time in the process.
We were honored to enjoy a
visit from Frank Bateman,
one of Gene’s dearest friends
and Director of the annual
fire training academy that
Gene instructed at every year
at Texas A&M. It filled me with so much joy to see “the Cadre” represented, and I hope we did
him proud. Seeing him reminded me of a quote from Gene’s memorial service. “They say you
die three times – once when you stop breathing, once when you’re buried, and once when people
stop talking about you.” It’s our hope that this tournament postpones the third one as long as
possible.
Thanks again for everyone
who made May 5th possible.
Please contact me at
jeremycalhoon@gmail.com
or (925) 818-5066 to
provide feedback, or to get
on next year’s mailing list.

Don’t forget to get your roster up to date. That third week is upon us.
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Winners of the 3rd Annual Gene Rittburg Tournament
The “Pittsburg Pirates”

Jess Quesada, Steve Castellanos, Toi Silva, Vic Delpine

Don’t forget to get your roster up to date. That third week is upon us.
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Second Place

Third Place

Dave Minellone, Lydia Romo, Manny Romo, Martha Crosley

Don’t forget to get your roster up to date. That third week is upon us.
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JB Services (Since 1972)
4960 Blum Road, Martinez, Ca 94553
925-370-1775 email jbservs@aol.com

•Automated Mailings •Bar Coding Fulfillment •Carrier Route Mapping
•Database Management •Delivery Point •Folding and Inserting
•Mail Merge •Printing Specialty Mailing Lists •Full Mail Preparation

Don’t forget to get your roster up to date. That third week is upon us.
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Hagin’s Automotive

Andy, Cathy and all the staff at Hagin’s Automotive invite you to bring
your car into their Alhambra Avenue location for a “FREE”
complimentary 21 point inspection. Simply mention the “Martinez
Bocce Federation”.
Visit them on the web at http://www.haginsauto.com

No Coupon required.

925-228-5115

Don’t forget to get your roster up to date. That third week is upon us.
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Remember the ROSTER Rules
Players may register in all 3 categories, Night-time Open, Volo and Senior Bocce
leagues BUT you can only register on ONE team within each of those categories.

IF YOU REGISTER AND PLAY ON MORE THAN ONE TEAM WITHIN EACH
OF THOSE CATEGORIES, YOUR TEAM RESULTS WILL BE NULLIFIED AND
ANY VICTORIES WILL BE AWARDED TO THE OPPOSING TEAM. IT IS UP
TO THE CAPOS TO ENSURE THAT THEIR PLAYERS ARE ABIDING BY THE
RULES.
To recap on the Team Roster:Your “Final Roster” must be completed by the 3rd (third) match of the season.
This is happening very soon for most teams.

Before those third match games, if you have any amendments, your Final Roster must be handed in to
the Club House Score Box with any changes on an OFFICIAL “Team Roster Change Sheet” which you can
download from the website. The link below will take you to it.

http://www.martinezboccefederation.org/docs/TeamRosterChangeSheet.pdf
This means that when playing your third match, that will be your Roster for 2018, with the following
exception.
After your third match, you can only “Replace” an existing player. You simply cannot add a player.

In the event of “Rainouts” during the first 3 matches of the season, the deadline for your “Final Roster”
will be extended to the actual 3rd match of your personal playing season.

ONCE A PLAYER PARTICIPATES IN ONE GAME/FRAME FOR A TEAM, THAT WILL BE
THE TEAM HE/SHE WILL PLAY ON FOR THE REST OF THE SEASON.

Don’t forget to get your roster up to date. That third week is upon us.

14

A group of 16, very keen, enthusiastic players, some
of whom were new to the
game while others had
played before, attended
the bocce clinic on 4/28
hosted by Al Surges.
Keith Tate was also on
hand to assist and they
went over the basic
concepts of the game, the throwing out of the
pallino and the bocce balls as well as going over the
“Strategy” of the game
and of course the “Rules”.
We will be holding
another clinic in June.

Don’t forget to get your roster up to date. That third week is upon us.
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Major Rule Change
Although we have made several minor rule changes for 2018,
the one major change is the rule by where, in the past, the game
has to be won by 2 clear points.
For 2018 the rule now specifies that the first team to reach 12
points will win the game.

FIRST TEAM TO 12 WINS GAME
This will be in effect for 2018 and the MBF will look at the
resulting situation and review the rule at the end of the season
with either a continuing of the rule in 2019 or revert back to the
win by 2.
No doubt you will have your say during the season and I will be
looking forward to your comments as you get used to the new
system. All your comments will be taken into consideration and
used in our review of the rule at the end of the season.
Please read ALL the rules prior to the season starting. They will be in the
handbook and also on-line for your convenience and posted at the courts.

Don’t forget to get your roster up to date. That third week is upon us.
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Team “Les Schwab”

Don’t forget to get your roster up to date. That third week is upon us.
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Rule of the Month
Rule XVI
XVI. CONDUCT AND COURTESY:
A. Team Capos are responsible for the actions of their players and fans
(spectators). If there is any problem with a spectator that is not involved with
any team, both Capos will suspend play until the problem is resolved
B. If a player is standing in the playing half of the court while the opposing team
is rolling and the opposing team requests that the player step outside the
court, that request will be honored.
C. Only participating players and team Capos will be on the court while the game
is in progress.
Spectators are not allowed on the courts at any-time during regulation play.
D. Courtesy and respect should be displayed at all times. Profanity and
unsportsmanlike conduct is not permitted. Violations may result in a
warning by an MBF Director to the player or team Capo. Severe violations
or a violation after a warning may result in the player’s expulsion by the
MBF Board of Directors from the game, match or seasons.
E. All trash is to be discarded in appropriate containers.
F. Bicycles, Skateboards, Scooters and/or non-bocce related activities are
prohibited on or around the courts. Courts are to be used for Bocce play only.
The courts are not to be used as playgrounds.
G. Animals must be on a leash and under control at all times. (City of Martinez,
Contra Costa County and EBRPD ordinance)
H. Slow playIn order to expedite play team breaks should be kept to an absolute minimum.
I.

NO SMOKING- Smoking will not be allowed by team members,
spectators or guests within the MBF courts and surrounding areas.

Don’t forget to get your roster up to date. That third week is upon us.
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Rule XVI covers Conduct & Courtesy and it is there for the benefit of all
players.
We start off with sub section A, which is probably the most important, which
states that Team Capos are responsible for the actions of their team players
and fans. Most, if not all, problems can be resolved if the Capos communicate
with each other and stop any situation getting out of hand. As a Capo, you
have the obligation to keep the game running smoothly and make sure that
all your team players adhere to the rules.
I’m not going over all aspects of Rule XVI but I have to bring up Sub-Section
D.
Profanity and unsportsmanlike conduct is not permitted.
Sometimes teams can get raucous and profanities and unsportsmanlike
behavior ensues. Capos……..please step in if this happens and calm your
team down.
And finally sub section I. The NO SMOKING ISSUE.
There are still many of you that disregard this rule but please bear in mind
that this is foremost a RULE of LAW that there is NO SMOKING in the
Park, period.
So please be courteous to your fellow members and refrain from smoking
and if you forget and are approached by fellow members to stop, please do
the right thing and stop.
Thank you for your participation in making this work for all our members.

Don’t forget to get your roster up to date. That third week is upon us.
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Don’t forget to get your roster up to date. That third week is upon us.
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Important Court Etiquettes
1).The Cone Zone.
If a court has a “Cone” placed on it, that court must not be
used. It may have been recently groomed, may be reserved
for an upcoming event or game or may simply be “soft” and
is waiting to dry out. Please respect the “Cone Zone”
Per the agreement with the city, Public play will not be
allowed on courts that are designated with orange cones.
These courts have been newly groomed for league play or
other events. This use is enforceable per the municipal code
8.24.120.

2). Bouncing of Balls on Concrete Court Surround.

In the past, some members have been seen to “Bounce” the bocce ball on the concrete
edge of the court to remove grit and oyster shell. This practice must be discontinued as it not
only may weaken the integrity of the ball but also will eventually crack the court’s concrete
walls, which will lead to costly repairs

Don’t forget to get your roster up to date. That third week is upon us.
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No Smoking at the Bocce Courts
In the past, the Martinez Bocce Federation has received complaints that Club members are not abiding by the Rules
of the Park where the subject of "No Smoking" is concerned.
We here on the "Board of Directors " are not the "Smoking Police" and can only display the relevant "Ordinance"
and remind members that smoking is not permitted in the Park and is therefore against the law.
The following extract is taken from the "City of Martinez" website.
http://www.cityofmartinez.org/news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=374&TargetID=1
Council Adopts Second Hand Smoking Ordinance
The Martinez City Council adopted Ordinance No. 1352 C.S. on May 6, 2009 (Chapter 8.05 of the Martinez
Municipal Code), to offer additional protections to the non-smoking public by regulating secondhand smoke in and
around public places, such as City businesses (including bars and restaurants). The new regulation, which goes into
effect on June 6, 2009, does not permit smoking within 20 feet of doors, windows, vents
and air ducts of public places.
Additionally, the new law does not allow smoking in City parks, public plazas, farmers'
markets, and services areas (such as ATM's, bus shelters, and the Amtrak Station).
Secondhand smoke restrictions in multi-family residences, such as apartment buildings or
condominiums with 4 or more units, will go into effect on June 1, 2010. The multifamily provisions limit smoking to inside a residence, or in an outdoor smoking area
designated by the landlord. Smoking on balconies, porches, patios, carports, or similar
private outdoor spaces of a multi-family residence will not be permitted in order to
prevent such smoke from infringing upon another resident.
In the past, the Martinez Bocce Federation has been in contact with the Martinez Police Department on this subject
and this is their reply.
"If a complaint is called in to them, they will respond and issue citations to all those they see smoking. They will not
issue a citation if that person is not smoking at the time. They will cite all others that are observed."

Alcohol at the Bocce Courts
Drinking alcohol within the confines of the Bocce Courts’ Perimeter is permitted by the Martinez Police Department
and City Manager and a major factor in the renewal of that permit has been the “Trouble Free” history over the
past 10 years in relation to alcohol consumption at the Martinez Bocce Federation in Waterfront Park. Please don’t
forget the “Designated Driver or Drivers” for your team and keep any related incidents to
ZERO, especially so that you all get home safely after an enjoyable evening of bocce.
.…………………….Cheers.

Don’t forget to get your roster up to date. That third week is upon us.
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Useful Contacts
Club Contact Email Address
vicdelpine@martinezboccefederation.com
or

Rain-Out Hot Line
info@martinezboccefederation.com

925-295-2003
State of play will be on the Rain-Out Hot
Line by around 3pm.

NEWS LETTER ARCHIVES
If you wish to refer to a previous edition of a
News Letter, as from the November 2011
edition, they are being archived. The link
below will take you to the website.
http://www.martinezboccefederation.org/newsletter.html

Please DO NOT leave any messages on this
line as it is not monitored.

AVAILABILITY OF COURTS FOR
PRIVATE FUNCTIONS
For enquiries, please contact Doreen Bagno
at: a-a-bagno@comcast.net

Please note:Our website ends in (.org)
www.martinezboccefederation.org

Our email is (.com)
info@martinezboccefederation.com

Don’t forget to get your roster up to date. That third week is upon us.
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Hmmmmmm?

Vic Delpine, Editor.
Enjoy your Bocce

Don’t forget to get your roster up to date. That third week is upon us.

